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ITEM V: 

Concerning independent claim 1 : ooft4698 fsee the passages cited in the 

M n f6a rr U antl i second Jment comphspg 

hat this is different from an alert system, in the examiner* pent of 

noTiustifv a clear difference in technical features, m the apparatus of GB-A-2284693, 
ZSiSSiZ!^ be suppressed whenever the f irst and second elements are 

by a switch. In the application no other means are d.sclosed ,n «m 

All the features of claim 1 are also known from US-A-4755802. 
The subject matter of claim 1 is not new. 

Concerning independent claims 17 and 18: _ _ 

FtrM Tsame reasons, all the features of claims 17 and 18 are also Known from the 

documents cited above. 

The subject matter of claims 17 and 18 is not new. 

^Z^Z^T^^ which documents are cited as X In the search repcr, * 

££ZLg claims 2 and 3, the subject-matter Is not considered as involving an inverse 
et«r» tho features beina normal features of acoustic signals devices. 
S^^TS^SJ^I action can simply be the contact in the zipper discloses IrHJS- 

C^ming claim 9 ft is assumed that it can not be considered as invoiving an inventive 
step to produce alert indication on two elements instead of only one. 
Tha way the two elements aie connected (magnet, other fastener) can also not be 
considered as involving an inventive step. 
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CIAIMS 

1. Alert apparatus for providing an alert indication :■ 
directed to a user thereof; the apparatus being incorporated 
into or being for attachment to fastener equipment for 

5 securing an item, wherein said apparatus comprises- 

firat: and second elements, which are moveable together 
and apart, the item being in a secure position when the 
first and second elements are together; 

vherein at least one of the -.elements is arranged to 
10 provide ani alert indication directed to the user, said alert 
indication: being 8 «ppressed whenever the first and second 
elements are at or adjacent one another. 

2. Alert apparatus according to claim 1, wherein at least 
X5 one of said elements includes a bell having a clapper or 

ball for providing said: alert indication. 

3. Alert apparatus according to claim 2, wherein movement of 
said clapper or ball is suppressed whenever the. first and 

20 second elements are at or adjacent one another. 

4. Alert apparatus according to any preceding claim, wherein 
the fastener equipment is for securing, an aperture in an 
item closed, and said first and second elements are moveable 

25 together for closing the aperture and moveable apart for 
opening the aperture. 
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5. Alert apparatus according to claim 1, 2 or 3, wherein the 
fastener equipment ia for securing first and second members 
together, and said first and second elements are moveable 
together for attaching said first and second members and 

5 moveable apart: for detaching said first and second members. 

6. Alert apparatus according to any preceding claim, wherein 
at least one of said: elements has magnetic means for 
suppressing said aXert indication by means of magnetic force. 

10 

7. Alert apparatus according to any one of claims 1-5, 
wherein at; least one of said elements has mechanical means 
for suppressing said alert indication by means of mechanical 
action. 

IS 

8. Alert apparatus according to any one of claims 1, and 4- 
7, wherein one of said elements includes an electronic device 
operable to emit light, ' sound, vibration or any combination 
thereof for providing said alert indication. 

20 

9. Alert apparatus according to any preceding claim, wherein 
both said, elements are arranged ito provide ian alert 
indication * 

25 10. Alert apparatus according to any preceding claim, wherein 
said elements can be .connected together by means of a 
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magnetic force. 



11. Alert apparatus according to any preceding claixa, wherein 
said elements can be . connected together by means of a 

5 surface fastener or a buckle. 

12. Alert apparatus according to any preceding claim, wherein 

at least one of said elements is connectable to a slider of • 
a slide fastener that is incorporated in a wearable or 
10 portable item. - 

t 

13. Alert apparatus according to claim 12, wherein said first 
element isl connectable .to a first slider, and said second 
element is . connectable to a second slider. 

15 

14. Alert : apparatus according to any one of claims 1-12, 
wherein said first element is connectable to a slider of a 
slide fastener that is incorporated irt a wearable or portable . 
item, and . said second, element cani be disposed on said 

20 wearable or portable item in a fixed position relative to 
said item. ■ 



25 



15. Alert apparatus according to claim 12, 13 or 14, wherein 
said slide fastener is a zip fastener. 

16. Alert apparatus according to any preceding claim, wherein 



! 



I 



AMENDED SHEET 



17:18 FAX +44 20 7935 7700 . l g)017/022 

n± < w •«""» " vw ^MMflflB 013 13.O5-2003T 



- 87 - 

aaid item is a portable item or a wearable item. 



17. 



Alert apparatus for providing an alert indication ' 
directed to a user thereof; the apparatus being incorporated 
5 into or being for attachment to fastener equipment for .. 
closing an aperture in an item, wherein said apparatus 
comprises-! 

firs* and second elements, which are moveable together 
for closing said aperture and apart for opening said , 
10 aperture; ■ 

wherein at least one of the elements is arranged to . 
provide ani alert indication directed to the user, said alert . 
indication: being suppressed whenever the first and second . 
elements are at or adjacent one another. 

15 

IB. Alert apparatus : for providing an alert indication 
directed to a user thereof for incorporation into or 
attachment to fastener equipment for securing an item, 
wherein said apparatus comprises- 

20 first: and second elements, which are moveable together 

and apart,' the item being in a secure position when the 
first and second elements are together when incorporated in 
or attached to the fastener equipment; 

wherein at least one of the elements is arranged to 

25 provide an, alert indication directed to the user, *aid alert 
indication: being suppressed whenever the first and second; 
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elements are at or adjapent ona another. 
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